
 

 
 
 
 



 A recent Upper Room devotional 
made me recall a cartoon I had seen a few 
years ago about perspective. Here it is: 

This cartoon highlights the fact that in a lot 
of the circumstances we find in our lives 
leave us with a choice to make. Am I going 
to view something as a positive possibility 
or a negative inevitability? 
 I thought about this the other day 
as I sat in my van trying desperately to 
turn left out of the church parking lot. It 
seemed like traffic would never slow down 
allowing me to get home. With the new 
homes popping up all around us, traffic 
has been getting more and more 
overwhelming in the last seven years. 
(That’s how long I’ve been here, but for 
some of you this issue has been going on 
for a lot longer.) In my frustration trying to 
make the turn, I started to lose 
patience and thought, “This is 
ridiculous.” Then I heard this 
little voice from somewhere 
beyond ask the question, “Is it though?” 
What I began to think instead was about 
the amazing opportunity we have. We live 
in a place where new people are moving in 
all the time. How many of them know 
Jesus like we do? Sure some of them 
probably have a relationship with God, but 
others may not. Some have never 
experienced the life-giving love of Jesus 
that many of us have come to realize at St. 
Andrews Parish UMC. How many new 
lives might we impact if we get to know our 

new neighbors a little better and share our 
faith with them? In that moment, I began 
praying for those people in the cars as they 
passed by and I gave thanks to God for 
bringing them into our community. 
Immediately, my whole attitude began to 
change. I found myself in a better place for 
the rest of the day. 
 Listen, this is much more than the 
power of positive thinking. Furthermore, I 
know that many are going through things 
in their lives that simply thinking 
differently will not change their current 
situation. But, if we can lay a foundation of 
gratitude for the opportunities that God is 
giving us in small things, when the big 
things come, with God’s help we may be in 
a better position to deal with them.  
 As I look over the church calendar, 
we all will have a lot of 
opportunities to interact with 
our community over the next 
month. Our pumpkin patch, 
and all the activities associated with it, 
provide us some tremendous chances to 
share the love of Christ with our neighbors. 
The temptation will always be to look at it 
as just another thing we have to do or as 
some kind of busy-work. Or, we can give 
thanks to God for putting us on a path to 
be the kind of community of faith that 
others are drawn to in the future. It may all 
depend upon the perspective we choose to 
have. I hope we capitalize on the position 
God has put before us. Thanks for all that 
you do and for all that you will do in the 
coming month. And as always, I hope to 
see you soon! 

 
Blessings and Peace, 

 Pastor Brad 
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 Musicians think a bit differently than normal people….especially when it 
comes to our calendars.  Most folks look forward to the end of summer and the 
beginning of fall, pumpkin spice everything, autumn decorations, football, and a 
bit of respite from the heat!  And, while I admit that fall is my favorite season for 
all of the above reasons and more, it often induces a bit of panic in me.  For 
most Music Directors, if we haven’t started Christmas music in rehearsals by mid
-September, we know there’s a risk of music not coming together in time.  Now, 

we don’t want to give too much of our plan away, but this years’ Christmas celebration is shaping up to be a very 
special evening.  Will you go ahead and pencil us in on your December calendar? Sunday evening, December 16.  
More details to follow! 
 Meanwhile, we are still hard at work in the music department. Our Music for the Church class has begun and 
(hopefully!) is helping people make more sense out of the printed music they see each week.  Following The Narra-
tive Lectionary and our new curriculum, the Praise Band and the Chancel Choir seek to lead you deeper into the story 
with our choices of music in both services.  The children are learning their theme songs and each week add to what 
they have learned with a new verse that goes along with that week’s story.  And our Parish Ringers have a delightful 
arrangement of “For the Beauty of the Earth” planned for the first Sunday in October.  Also in October, Mike and I 
are so blessed to be attending the 2018 Choir Music Weekend at Lake Junaluska!  We will be learning more about 
how to better lead our fantastic group of musicians and better serve our congregation there, and are so excited for 
this amazing opportunity!   

As always, we are seeking to add to our growing music tribe!  If you’d like to play, sing, or ring, please talk to us! 



BIRTHDAYS: 
ANNIVERSARIES: 

 

Focus on Youth 
Ayla Sutton 

September 7-9, the youth took a retreat up to Asbury Hills. This was my 

second year going and like last year, we all got closer to one another 

and had a lot of fun. From the bus ride up on Friday to the team bond-

ing exercises, the lake, and the mini sermons we had almost every day, 

we all got to know one another better. By the time we got up to our cab-

in on Friday, we were all already laughing and ready for the first night. 

We did a get to know you game and we learned something interesting 

about everyone.  

 When Saturday came around, we were all excited to get the day 

started and start the team building exercises. The group was split into 2 teams, one team went to their 

courses while the other team went to a different set of courses. The first course my team went on was one 

of the hardest. It was some wire connected to trees about a foot off the ground. Everyone had to get 

through the wires one by one until the last one, without stepping off, otherwise we had to start all over 

again. It took some trial by error methods to get the hang of it. In the end we learned to lean on each oth-

er to help us stay on, and to also lean on the Bible to help us. Another fun course was called “chicken co-

op”. We all were in a square defined by 3 wires wrapping around 4 2x4’s. We had to get out without 

touching the wires nor the pieces of wood. In the end we finally did it, with the expense of someone get-

ting dirty, and me being picked up over the wire. On Saturday we also went to the lake. There was a giant 

slide that brought you from a high stand on a little hill to the lake. Some girls and I went into the lake just 

to swim and mess around, that was probably the most fun I have had at a weekend in a really long time. 

 On Saturday and Sunday we had mini sermons, each was a different theme. Saturday afternoon’s  

sermon was about our giants. We all have or had giants that we face or have faced in our lives, and 

through Christ we are given the strength to defeat them. Saturday night we talked about how we are all 

valuable no matter what. Because we are all wanted and worth it. Sunday morning, before we left, we had 

one more.  This sermon was the most powerful to me, because he talked about how we can change the 

world. We were told a story about how a pack of wolves changed rivers.  It seems impossible but it really 

happened. When all the Christians love everyone like we were made to do, we can change the world. 

Wednesday, October 10 

Please sign up to help.   

Questions?  See Letha Henry 

Pastor Brad’s 

Tuesdays @ 7pm 

Women in the Pulpit Sunday 

Sunday, October 21 will be 

Women in the Pulpit Day for 

the UMW.  We hope you will 

join us on this special Sunday! 

Meetings this month: 
Joy Circle  Oct. 9 @ 10am 

Genesis Circle Oct. 11 @ 7pm 
New members are welcome!   

Come and see who we are and what we do. 
 

For more information contact  
Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

The Acts 2 Ministry is open for 

suggestions for future trips around our 

area.  If you have any ideas, please leave 

them in the manila envelope on the Acts 

2 board across from Pastor Brad’s office.   

 

Questions?  See Cindy Walden  

or Miriam Hunter 

 

 
Meets every Thursday @ 10AM. 

Hope to see you there!  FLU CLINIC  

Sunday, October 14  

9:45am-11:15am 
 

Justin Brown, a registered  pharmacist, will be  
administering the injections.  Insurance forms are  

available on the Health & Wellness board.   

You must be 12 or older to receive the vaccination. 

Our committee is excited to be 

starting our SECOND year with 

this program of helping people 

discover ways to work on a healthy 

life style while includes Faith,  

Activity, and Nutrition. 

 Please attend our service at 

5:30pm on Sunday, September 30 

to find out about our new plan and challenge.  The 

covered dish supper is first at 5:30pm.  Bring your 

healthy dish and its recipe.  

 Remember to check the FAN bulletin board 

for new ways to accomplish this healthier life style. 

 

The FAN COMMITTEE  

Sing Along Schedule 
Oct. 2 Palmetto Assisted Living       

Oct. 16   Brookdale 

  Oct. 23 National Healthcare  

All programs start at 10am 
FALL FESTIVAL 

11am-2pm, Saturday, October 13  
Fun for the whole family!  Bounce houses, food, and more.   

Come support the UMM BBQ sale and the UMW bake sale. 

We are making a new list of drivers 

for the church bus.  Please, if you are 

willing to drive the bus, 

pick up a sign-up package 

from the church office or 

the Trustees and fill it out 

so we can be up to date. 



UMM meets every 2nd Monday of every 

month at 7pm.  Every man in the church 

is a Methodist Men’s member and is  

invited to participate in all meetings and 

functions.   

Next Meeting:   

Monday, Oct. 8 @ 7pm 

 

 

 
Mark your calendar!   

The pumpkins for our 2018  

Pumpkin Patch will be delivered on  

Saturday, September 29 @ 2pm.  You 

can sign up to work the pumpkin patch 

at www.ChurchOnThePath.com OR 

see the calendar on the board in the  

hallway. We need everyone to make 

this a success.   

 

 

 
 

We pack bags each week for children in 
one of  our local elementary schools.  
Each month you will be notified of  an 

item needed.  Please leave these items 
on the table in the food pantry.  Thank 
you for your contribution to this much 

needed program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

TruMoo Vanilla  

Milk Boxes (8 Fl Oz)   

Because hunger doesn’t  

end on Friday! 

Tuesday,  

October 16 @ 7pm 

Sunday, October 28
th
   4pm-6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need trunks and treats to make this 

night a success.  Please sign up to  

decorate your trunk and pass out candy.  

Trunks will be judged on creativity.  

You can donate individually wrapped 

candy to the box in the food pantry.   

mailto:Mary_Looper@charleston.k12.sc.us
tel:(843)%20763-1538

