
 

 

 



 While I was on renewal 
leave, one thing that was different 
was being able to worship in a 
variety of places on the different 
Sundays. Each of the churches was United 
Methodist, but they were extremely 
different from one another. Some were 
small, worshipping with about 50 on 
Sunday morning like in Westcliffe, 
Colorado at Community UMC. Others were 

large. One Sunday we 
worshipped at Church of the 
Resurrection in Kansas with 
about 1500 other people. I 

expected that to be overwhelming, but I 
was wrong. They handle hospitality really 
well. You feel welcomed and seen, but not 
overly so. We worshipped in a large, gothic 
style sanctuary that felt like a cathedral at 
Peachtree Road UMC. I had this feeling of 
God being massive and ornate during that 
service. We then worshipped at 
Neighborhood UMC in Atlanta, in a space 
that had been renovated to remove the 
pews and had chairs set up in a circle. In 
that setting you could look your fellow 
worshipper in the eye and see 
their face. God felt intimate and 
close during that service. I 
worshipped at Memorial UMC in 
Greer as they said goodbye to their pastor 
and at Little River UMC where they 
enthusiastically celebrated our country.   
 It was interesting to worship in 
different settings with different people, as 
well as a variety of worship styles. I tried 
hard to treat each Sunday as an 
opportunity, a unique encounter with God 
and to find the voice of the Holy speaking. 
I will admit it was not easy. I found myself 
distracted. I was constantly looking around 
at the architecture and decoration that the 
congregations had chosen to adorn their 
spaces. I found myself people watching, 
seeing what kind of folks I had the 

privilege of worshipping with each week. I 
critiqued the sermons, listening for what I 
found thought provoking, but then 
definitely saying to myself, “I would not 
have said that.” I think what I found most 
difficult in worshipping at 
all these different places 
was the fact that I was a 
number, just another face. 
I was not known by name. I guess the old 
theme song from Cheers rings true for me, 
“Sometimes you wanna go where 
everybody knows your name.”  
 I know that not everyone is like me 
when it comes to being known in worship. 
Some folks sneak in, sit in the back, and 
want to be left alone. I want to respect that 
for them. But when new folks come to be a 
part of our community, I want them to feel 
welcomed, seen, and known by name. In so 
many ways, St. Andrews Parish embodies 
this for the people who worship with us. 
We see visitors nearly every week, in both 
services. Some come back and then 
become a part of who we are as a church. 
Others do not, which is okay and to be 
expected. What I would hope for our 
community is that we continue to learn 
each others’ names so that all would feel 
welcomed, seen, and known. So many of 
you have shared your stories with me 
about your first experience here and how 
you have never left. This is a strong 

validation of your hospitable and 
kind nature and is just one of the 
many reasons I love St. Andrews 
Parish UMC. Thanks for all that 
you do and keep up the work of the 
Kingdom that is so vital in our 

world today. I hope to see you soon!  

Blessings and Peace,  
 

Pastor Brad
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Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,   

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

It’s hard to say good-bye to Summer! Praise Band and  
Chancel Choir took a break from our regular mid-week  
rehearsals and we tried some new ideas in our weekly 
services. For Praise Band, this meant spending a bit more 
time on our own listening and practicing before our (very) 
early Sunday morning practices before the first service. For 

Chancel Choir, we tried something new with our Drop-In Choir. We saw new faces up 
front and had a lot of  fun putting our anthems together each Sunday morning before 
second service. We also had some wonderful special music! Thanks to all of  you who 
shared your gifts and talents so freely with us!  
 What are we looking forward to this Fall? A new experience for our children with 
our Choir/Handbell group starting in September! Look for them in our worship  
services soon! We are excited to be back in our practice schedules for Praise Band, 
Chancel Choir, and Parish Ringers. Fresh new anthems, praise songs, and bell arrange-
ments will be enhancing our worship over the coming weeks. And we are also already 
planning for an exciting new way to celebrate Christmas here in our congregation, 
while reaching out to our community. Stay tuned! 



 

 

 

 
 
 

We will begin packing bags for local 
children this month.  Each month you 

will be notified of  an item needed.  
Please leave these items on the table in 

the food pantry.  Thank you for your 
contribution to this much needed 

program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

Poptarts 

Because hunger doesn’t  

end on Friday! 

Saturday, October 26 @ 4pm 

 

Sunday, October 27
th
   4pm-6pm 

On August 18,2019, it was a pleasure to  

present three college students with an award. 

The recipients were: Haley Bauer who is  

starting her 2nd year at USC, majoring in 

Management and Marketing and Hospitality and  

Tourism, Marlana Burns who will also be starting her 

2nd year at USC Salketchie majoring in Physical  

Therapy, and Mary Wagenbrenner who is entering her 

senior year at College of Charleston majoring in Early 

Childhood Education. Each of these students has  

received very good grades for their previous semesters 

while being active in their college communities and  

also here at church. We wish them much success in 

their chosen careers. 

Women in the Pulpit Sunday 

Sunday, October 20 will be 

Women in the Pulpit Day 

for the UMW.  We hope you 

will join us on this special  

Sunday. 

Wednesday, October 2 

Please sign up to help.   

Questions?  See Letha Henry 

Support our neighborhood faculty/staff at 

 Drayton Hall Elementary by signing up 

to bake for them this school 

year.  The sign up sheet is 

on the bulletin board.  See 

Letha Henry for more  

details. 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 

My Salkehatchie Experience 
By Riley Main 

        This past Summer was my second year of doing Salkehatchie and it definitely won’t be 
my last. I have had such great experiences both times and can’t wait to go back. Every year is 
different; you meet new friends, you face new challenges, and you get to help new people. 
By working as a group, you are able to greatly improve someone’s life and get to know their 
story. I was very nervous my first year; I had used tools before but I didn’t have much experience building or  
repairing things outside, inside, or relating to houses. Needless to say, I wasn’t sure how much of a help I’d be, but 
my site was very informative and supportive. We all came for the same purpose, and that was to help the  
homeowner and leaving their home and life brighter than we had found it. Our site painted the living room,  
repaired and painted the eaves, redid the kitchen floor and bathroom, and cleaned the yard by hauling away scrap 
metal. I was able to do more than I thought possible and I am so grateful for the opportunity provided by St.  
Andrew’s to experience Salkehatchie. It strengthened my faith and gave me a new gratitude for my life. Through 
daily devotionals, nightly sermons, and the shared faith of other campers and supervisors, Salkehatchie creates an 
atmosphere of peace and fellowship. It was the week away I didn’t know I needed and I take it with me wherever I 
go. I experienced and learned so much that I didn’t think there was any way my second year could be as important 
or impactful, but I was astounded by the effect Salkehatchie had on me- again. I accomplished more than I thought 
myself capable of - I went on a roof! - and learned and experienced even more than I had my first year. On my site, 
we primed and painted the entire outside of the house, Koolsealed the roof, stabilized the floor of the front porch, 
built a back deck, and painted the stairs to the porch and trim around it. As I said before, Salkehatchie made me 
stronger in my faith, and did so again my second year. Being on the roof, I felt closer to God- and not being wild 
about heights, I felt my reliance on Him soar:) Salkehatchie helped me to face my fears and appreciate Christ. Yes, 
it was a one-story roof, but baby steps. Salkehatchie surprises me every year with new lessons, experiences, and 
friendships and I can’t wait to see what next year brings. 

BIRTHDAYS: 

ANNIVERSARIES: Sing Along Schedule 
Sept. 3 Palmetto Assisted Living       

Sept. 17   Brookdale 

  Sept. 24 National Healthcare  

All programs start at 10am 

Meetings will resume: 
Joy Circle  Sept. 10 @ 10am 

Genesis Circle Sept. 12 @ 7pm 
New members are welcome!   

Come and see who we are and what we do. 
 

For more information contact  
Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

 

 
Meets every Thursday @ 10AM. 

Hope to see you there!  

Meetings resume Thursday, September 12  

We are entering our third season of 

the program helping to promote a 

healthier life style for our church con-

gregation and friends. As the children 

attend school, encourage healthy 

meals and snacks, physical activity, and attending 

church to help them grow in their walk with Jesus.  

Remember to lead by example by showing your 

healthy life choices. Please watch for news on our 

NEXT UPCOMING EVENT.    

Pastor Brad’s 

will resume Tuesday,  
September 10 @ 7pm 

FALL FESTIVAL 

11am-2pm, Saturday, October 5  
Fun for the whole family!  Bounce houses, food, and more.   

Come support the UMM BBQ sale and the UMW bake 

UMM meets every 1st Monday of every 

month at 7pm.  Every man in the 

church is a Methodist Men’s member 

and is invited to participate in all meet-

ings and functions.   

Next Meeting:   

Monday, Sept. 9 @ 7pm 

   Women’s Study Group 

 Thursday, September 12     11:30-12:30 
          “Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr         

 

        Questions?  

  Contact Linda Kettrey  

 

 
Mark your calendar!   

The pumpkins for our 2019  

Pumpkin Patch will be delivered on  

Saturday, September 28 @ 4pm.  We 

will need all hands on deck to unload 

and set up the patch.  The sign-up to 

work the Patch will be posted on  

Sept. 8th .  We need everyone to make 

this a success.   

Acts 2 Ministry  
Trip to Fort Moultrie 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 @ 9am.  
Cost: $7 plus the cost of food at a 

local restaurant.   
Questions?  See Miriam Hunter 


