
 

 
 
 
 



 The month of June is always one 
of the busiest and hectic months of 
ministry for me. June brings three 
things: Annual Conference, Vacation 
Bible School, and Salkehatchie. All 
three require a tremendous amount of 
energy, but in very different ways. 
When July rolls around, I am always 
ready for a break. I am thankful for my 
renewal leave this year.  
 The big three events of June are 
amazing demonstrations of the faith 
our church and the ministry that I am 
called to serve. Annual Conference 
serves as a great reminder that the 
work that we engage in here in West 
Ashley is connected to a larger whole. 
We are a part of a good thing that is 
occurring all across South Carolina, our 
Country, and the world. At Annual 
Conference, we get to see the amazing 
work that occurs the world over. I am 
also reminded that we are only one of 
thousands of dedicated churches doing 
the work and I am only one of the 
thousand of talented individuals who 
serve as pastors in the United 
Methodist Church. It seems that these 
reminders at Annual Conference 
always come at the right time. Even 
given the uncertainty of the future of 
United Methodism, there is still much 
to celebrate. 

As many of you know, I love 
teaching and VBS offers me a 
chance to interact with the 

youngest among us and to help them 
see God is active in the world around 
them. I feel like a gardener planting 
seeds that will one day grow into 
faithful disciples. That being said, I am 

constantly amazed at how our kids are 
already demonstrating many attributes 
of faithfulness. Yes, our children are 
the future of the church, but they are 
also very much the church of the 
present. We could learn much from 
their enthusiasm and excitement.  

Lastly, Salkehatchie offers an 
incredible recharge each year 
as we go and work in the 

Upstate of South Carolina by helping 
those who are in need. This missional 
aspect of faith reminds me of the way 
in which we are called to go into places 
that many of us do not find ourselves 
normally occupying. Often, we work in 
conditions that are less than desirable. 
A variety of reasons contribute to how 
folks come to live in such a way, many 
of which are through no fault of their 
own. They need help and we try to 
provide it. Even more so, we come 
alongside them to remind them that 
they are not alone and forgotten. What 
eventually happens, we find the 
homeowners’ faithfulness inspiring and 
end up loving and being served by 
them just as much as we provide for 
them.  

I am grateful for all the many 
ways this thing called ‘church’, 
that we often take for granted I 

might add, connects me to such an 
amazing and diverse group of people 
based upon age, experience, and 
location. Just like we did in VBS this 
year, I am left simply saying, “God is 
good!” 

 
Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
 

+  +  +  

We are just getting started with our Drop-In Choir, 
so it's not too late for you to join in!  We rehearse at 
10:30 am on Sunday for the 11:15 service.  No robes, 
no pressure, just fun making music and praising the 
Lord with our song!  Please do "Drop-In!"  We also 

want to shout out to our special musicians who are sharing their gifts 
with us this summer.  It is a true blessing to us!!!  

We have some exciting news to share with you.  We will begin a new 
program starting in September - a kids choir/bell group will be  
rehearsing on Wednesdays at 5:30. If you are interested in your  

children being a part of this group, please sign up on the bulletin board 
so that we can make plans to have enough music on hand.  This will be a 

fun time for the kids each week but they will also be learning how to 
sing, read music, and ring bells in a group!  Please plan to join us!  
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Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,   

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 
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Changes   
 
 “Let’s try something different.” For some of us, those words spark a spirit of adventure and hope. For  
others, they incite a sure feeling of dread from subtle to shouting and can fill  them with trepidation. Change is all 
around us, whether we like it or not. Change can be difficult. Change can also offer much needed adjustments and 
a chance to learn and grow in our faith. 

   As you read these words, Salkehatchie 2019 will be completed, and the memories 
of the event will be fresh in our hearts and minds. As I am writing these words, camp is just 
days away, and I anticipate all of the reactions mentioned in my first paragraph from our 
group!  
     At this year’s Camp, Pastor Brad and I  have planned an hour long discussion on  
changes we can make to our Youth program to better meet the needs of the Youth and their 
families to ensure that our meetings matter to the young people we serve. A representation 

from all aspects of our program exists with the over 25 people attending this year. The participants range from  
parents, to college students and recent high school graduates, to high school students, to those who attend  
meetings regularly, and those who do not attend at all. From their honest input, we hope to gain important insight 
necessary to make the changes needed in the fall. 
 What Youth Group will look like in the fall may indeed be a huge change! I look forward to this with  
anticipation and the hope that it inspires. So, hold on as we see where the Spirit leads us in this time of making 
changes for the better. 

Focus on Youth 

Cindy Curtis 

BIRTHDAYS: 
JULY 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
JULY 

 

 

The FAN committee hopes everyone 
has a great summer and practices 
safety while doing your summer 

sports. Stay hydrated with water and 
remember sunscreen! Following 

healthy eating habits will increase your chances 
to stay well and enjoy your activities.  Be on the 

lookout  for news about upcoming Fall Fan 
events. 

 

 
FAN COMMITTEE: Cindy Curtis, Barb Knepshield, Kristie Johnson, 

Miriam Hunter, Pastor Brad and Cindy Walden  

Next meeting: 

Genesis Circle: Sept. 12 @ 7pm 

Please join us for fellowship, planning our mission work and a 

great discussion on the book entitled," A Year of Biblical 

Womanhood” by Rachael Evans.  

Joy Circle:  Aug 13 @ 10am 

For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or  

Cindy Walden 763-3996 

UMM meets every 1st Monday of  

every month at 7pm.  Every man in the 

church is a Methodist Men’s member 

and is invited to participate in all  

meetings and functions.   

Next Meeting:  

Monday, Sept. 9 @ 7pm 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

The last 2 trips were to the Colleton Museum in  
Walterboro and a trip to Epworth Children’s Home in 

Columbia . If you have suggestions for further trips and 
interests , please let us know . We will be taking a break 
during the summer and look forward to getting together 

in the fall. 
—Cindy Walden, Miriam Hunter  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Sunday, August 18 

Salkehatchie Sunday - July 28  
Come celebrate our missionaries as they share what they learned and 

what they accomplished during their week at Middle Tyger Salkehatchie. 

 

 

 
After our summer break we will have our first meeting on 

September 5th at 10:00 am. Please join us whether you 

already knit or crochet or want to learn. Our meeting is the 

place to be for good fellowship while making articles for sick 

people or shut-ins.  

Join us on Sunday, August 18 

as we commission our Sunday 

school teachers for the new 

school year, recognize children 

who will be promoted, and 

award the UMW scholarship. 


