
 

 
 
 
 



When I began in ministry, 
one of the first lessons I 
learned revolved around 
rest and renewal. One 
morning, the senior pastor 

of the church and I were studying the 
Bible together when he suddenly 
stopped and asked a question. “Brad, 
have you ever noticed how many times 
Jesus took time to get away? He did it 
all throughout the Gospels. Now, if the 
Son of God needed to step away from 
time to time, what do you think that 
says about our need?” Fifteen years 
later, I still wrestle with stepping away 
and recharging. I have never really 
done it well. I am not sure I ever will. 
But I am going to try.  
 The United Methodist Book of 
Discipline specifically speaks to the 
need for pastors to step away from the 
pulpit and the parish for a 
period of time in order to 
experience renewal. It 
encourages pastors who 
have served for more than 
six years to take some time to be away 
for study, renewal, recharging, and 
rest. After consultation with the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee of the 
church, I have decided to take 8 weeks 
of renewal leave this summer 
beginning Friday, June 21st. I will 
return on August 16th. While I am 
gone, I have lined up different 
individuals to fill the pulpit each 
Sunday. Some will be friends you have 
known for a while, others will be new 
voices. One of the great things about St. 
Andrews Parish is that this church 

cares for itself very well. Many 
of you look out for and check 
on each other on a regular 
basis. That caring attitude is 
not based on me or anything I do, but 
rather the loving spirit within each of 
you. I know that the folks of St. 
Andrews Parish will be cared for in my 
absence because they are cared for by 
faithful servants even when I am 
around. Should the need arise for a 
pastor to be present, such as a death in 
the family or a hospitalization, I have 
talked with several minister friends in 
our community who have agreed to be 
available for such situations. Just 
contact the church office and Missy will 
be able to direct your call as such.   
 So what will I be doing during 
my time away? I am glad you asked. As 
you know, my wife is also a 
minister and she too is 
taking renewal leave. Like 
most everything in our lives, 
we are doing this together. 
One of the goals of our time 
away is to spend a week at a retreat 
center, just the two of us, in order to 
work on developing a weekend 
marriage retreat that we can co-lead. 
The plan will be to host it in the Spring 
of 2020. During one week I am away I 
will be leading the spiritual life aspect 
of Middle Tyger Salkehatchie. And then 
another week, Megan and I will be 
sharing the keynote speaking duties at 
Immerse, the SC Conference Summer 
Youth Experience at Asbury Hills. The 
remaining 5 weeks of my renewal leave 
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Summer means traveling, visits from family, time spent enjoying 

our beautiful area, and maybe even extra responsibilities like taking 

care of yards and gardens. Whatever the reason, our summer  

activities and schedule changes can make it difficult to keep a small 

choir sounding as great as ours does. We have decided to change 

things up just for the months of June, July, &August. Starting the week after VBS Sunday, 

we will offer what we are calling “Drop-In Choir,” which simply means you are welcome to 

join us! Pick a Sunday, or two (or ten!) and join us in the Sanctuary at 10:30 that morning 

for a quick rehearsal, then help us lead worship. You won’t have to wear a 

robe, know how to read music, or make a long-term commitment You may 

decide you’d like to stay with us and become a permanent member, and 

that would be great, but not necessary. Watch for a brightly colored list of 

dates on the bulletin board - pick a date and Drop-In to Choir!! 
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Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,   

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 



will be a combination of travel and time spent 
with family. We will be driving to Colorado 
around the end of July for 2 full weeks at our 
family’s cabin.  
 Knowing that this was around the bend, I 
looked back over my calendar and realized that I 
will have been in the pulpit for 32 straight weeks 
before I leave for renewal. That is too many in a 
row for a couple of reasons. First, I am not the 
only one who needs to be preaching the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in our church. In the future I hope to 
incorporate more voices in the preaching at St. 
Andrews Parish. Secondly, my leadership in 
worship has fallen into a rut. I feel like my 
sermons have grown a little stale and that in some 
ways I am merely going through the motions. 
Frankly, God deserves better than that from me. 
Lastly, I have to admit I am tired. The last six 
months alone, with all that has gone on in the life 
of our denomination, has been exhausting. And it 
appears the struggle will continue for a while. So, 
I need a break. I hope that by stepping away, I 
can get some much needed perspective as well as 
guidance from the Holy Spirit as we look toward 
the future.  

I would like to thank the members 
of the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee and the Administrative 
Council for being so supportive of 

me being away. Their encouragement and 
willingness to help have been crucial in making 
this even possible. And thank you, each of you at 
St. Andrews Parish, for being who you are, people 
of faith and love. I cannot wait to see what God 
has in store for us in the future.  

 
Blessings and Peace, 

 
Pastor Brad 

 

 
 
 
 

The Tow Rope 
 
 I challenged myself to kayak with some of my neighbors along Shem Creek recently. I had not met 
any of the group, and I had only kayaked once before. The organizers, John and his wife Barb, assured 
me I would be successful. He shared the outstanding photos he took on the test trip, and we talked  
photography. He encouraged me to bring my camera.  
 Before we loaded into the kayaks, he asked what settings I planned to use for my photo shoot. I 
told him that I always used automatic. Silence. He asked to hold my camera, gave me a five minute  
lesson, and reset the exposure for optimal results. I did not totally trust his help, and my pride was ruffled. 
I could easily set it back to automatic mode where I was most comfortable. 

I balanced the rowing and the shooting pictures as best I could, but I always 
ending up trailing the group. On the way back in, the guide paddled back to me. 
He needed to give me a lift so we could all complete the tour together. With a 
tow rope. Attached to his kayak. He offered his help, and I accepted with 
shame. I hung my head and even tried to paddle some to avoid being dead 
weight. That is until a pod of dolphins broke the surface of the water. Between 
the new settings on my camera and the hands free towing, I took the best shots 
I have ever taken all because I got over myself and accepted the offered help. 

 God offers me help all the time. Many times I set myself on automatic mode and am stubbornly 
sure I can do it myself, thank you very much, I’m good. My pride and my distrust can keep me from  
allowing God to work in my life! He has shown me over and over again that good is okay but he wants 
spectacular for me even when things are new or just plain hard. His help is what grows me up in love and 
grace so that I am able to show the same love and grace that Jesus taught. Let’s face it, loving others 
more than ourselves is impossible to really accomplish without Holy help.  
 This summer as we participate in Salkehatchie Summer Service, take part in some fun fellowship, 
and plan for the 2019-20 year, pray for us. May we learn the lessons God teaches us as vital  
opportunities to grow us into His children who show the love of Jesus to all. May we accept help, even a 
tow rope now and then, so that we can praise God for his generosity and provision. 

Focus on Youth 

Cindy Curtis 

BIRTHDAYS: 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

The FAN committee hopes you have a 
great summer and hopefully some time 
for fun and relaxation. Please remember 
to practice daily healthy life styles which 
include: daily devotional time, healthy 

meals, drink plenty of water to stay  
hydrated, and activities to keep you 

moving. You need to take the necessary precautions for 
each activity you choose!  

We will email a  
printable copy of this 

chart to help guide you in 
your healthy choices.   

Important to remember, 
SODA is not a good drink 
to stay hydrated -WATER 

is the BEST choice.  
Keep checking our  
bulletin board for  

information on healthy 
living styles.  

 
FAN COMMITTEE: Cindy 

Curtis, Barb Knepshield, Kristie Johnson, Miriam Hunter, 
Pastor Brad and Cindy Walden  

The Joy Circle and Genesis Circle 

will NOT meet in June or July.  

Have a great summer! 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or  

Cindy Walden 763-3996 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Mason Grunstra 

Christian Matthews 

Benjamin Treadway 

Sing Along Schedule 
We will take a break for the 

summer.  Sing Alongs will resume in 

September.  We look forward to 

seeing you then! 



We pack bags each week for children in one of our 
local elementary schools.  Thank you for your 
contribution to this much needed program. 

 

Thank you for your help and support in filling 

bags each week this school year.  We will 

start again in the fall.  If you would like to 

donate non-perishable items over the 

summer, that would be greatly appreciated.   

Because hunger doesn’t end on Friday! 

 

 

 

 
We will not have meetings in June, July, and 

August. Our first fall meeting will be Thursday 

September 5th at 10am.  

There are prayer shawls, lap blankets, and 

coverlet in our chest in the last Sunday School 

room on the right. Please, take what you would 

like and sign your name and who you are giving 

the article to in the book kept in the chest. Have a 

UMM meets every 1st Monday of  

every month at 7pm.  Every man in the 

church is a Methodist Men’s member 

and is invited to participate in all meet-

ings and functions.   

 

Next Meeting:  

Monday, June 3 @ 7pm 

We will take a break for the summer.  You will  

be notified  when classes will resume.   

The following people will be  
participating in the  

Salkehatchie summer service 
project June 22-29.  We will have 

a send-off on Sun., June 16.   

Please pray for them as they go to be  
the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Camden Brown 
Bryce Burns 

Marlana Burns 
Trey Carson 
Cindy Curtis 
Gage Green 

Denni Grunstra 
Emily Grunstra 
Mason Grunstra 

Erin Lawson 
Riley Main 

Elias McCall 

Trace Owens 
 

Kaitlin Petersen 
Whit Russell 

Allison Selander 
Avery Selander 
David Selander 
Kinsey Selander 

Emily Sisson 
Becky Stacey 
Ayla Sutton 

Sarah Sweeten 

The adventure begins June 9-13, 2019 

for Vacation Bible School 
SAVE THE DATE 
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