
 

 
 
 
 



On May 12th, we will have 
another opportunity to support 
Epworth Children’s Home 
during our annual Mother’s 
Day Offering. Over the years, 

you have been extremely generous and I 
know you will once again bless them with a 
bountiful offering. The last few years have 
brought some significant changes to our 
children’s home in Columbia. Because of 
some changes in the Department of Social 
Services in our state, younger children are 
no longer being placed in group homes like 
Epworth. Instead, children ages 10 and 
under are being placed with foster families. 
As you can imagine, this has created the 
need for good, quality people to step up 
and become foster care providers. The 
need is so great, that Epworth has decided 
to become part of the solution to this 
problem.   
 The Tri-county area (Berkeley, 
Charleston, and Dorchester) was recently 
chosen by Epworth Children’s Home to be 
a pilot program for this new ministry 
endeavor. Basically the Charleston District 
has taken this on as its newest ministry. An 
office is being established and staffed near 
Bethany UMC in Summerville in order to 
help churches like ours to develop our own 
ministry to be able to provide community 
support for foster families. The NOW 
Council (ministry team) of SAPUMC has 
already met with a representative from 
Epworth to hear a brief presentation in 
regards to the new program. At that 
meeting we agreed to set an alarm on our 
phones for 2:50pm each day in order to 
remind us to pray for God’s guidance in 
how we should respond to this need. We 
chose 2:50 every day because there is 
currently a need for 250 more foster 
families in the Charleston area alone. We 
would invite you to join us in prayer each 

day at 2:50pm.   
 Next, on May 11th, Bishop 
Jonathan Holston will be spending the 
morning at Bethany UMC in Summerville, 
leading our district to learn more about 
helping foster families in our community. 
If you are interested in attending to hear 
more from the Bishop let me know and I 
will give you more information. Lastly, on 
Thursday, May 30th at 6:30pm, a 
representative from Epworth will once 
again be with us to talk more about getting 
a ministry started here at SAPUMC. I hope 
you will come with open hearts to hear 
more about how you can help us get 
started in something new and exciting in 
helping ‘the least of these’ in our area.   
 While some of you are hearing 
about this for the first time, just know that 
this has been in the works for some time 
and God is already moving in our midst. 
Just last week, while volunteering at a local 
elementary school, I was in the middle of a 
conversation with a woman when she 
shared that she was a foster parent. My 
heart began to leap as I told her the idea of 
starting something new to support foster 
families at our church. She was thrilled to 
hear that we might be a place in which she 
could find some help. I took that as a sign 
that we are already on the right path, even 
though we do not even really know what 
the path will look like in the coming 
months. God is moving. I hope that you 
will join us in praying and, when the time 
comes, helping us to put a new ministry in 
place in the West Ashley community.  
I hope to see you soon! 

 
Blessings and Peace, 

 
Pastor Brad 
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 Recently, youth groups from St. Andrews, Grace, Cokesbury, and Cross got together on a the first 
Sunday in April at our church to hold a combined youth group worship service. It was the first of many 
monthly joint youth group events.  
 We opened with music from the praise band and readings by members of the St. Andrews youth 
group. After that, it was time for a message from yours truly. I chose to speak about the recent vote by 
the United Methodist General Council to uphold the decision that the United Methodist Church does not 
condone same-sex marriage and continues to prohibit gay clergy. I discussed how people are saying that 
the Methodist church either will or should split. No matter what side you fall on, the future of the Method-
ist church is not as uncertain as many are making it out to be.  
 After the music and the message came the meal, and after the meal it was time for games. The 
games were similar to those you’d find on Minute to Win It. Our gracious and noble host, Jeremiah 
Treadway, led us through explanations of each game, with each church having a 
representative on stage to compete. In the first game, the four contestants had to 
bounce a pencil off the table, have it flip, and then land in a cup. The first to get a 
pencil into the cup in the allotted time would be the winner.  In another game, each 
contestant had a solo cup taped to their back with four ping pong balls in it.  The 
challenge was to get the ping pong balls out of the cup without using your hands or 
jumping. Our very own Molly Tippey bested the competition and took home the win 

in that game.  
 When it was all said and done I think every youth enjoyed the night of good food, 
good worship, and good fellowship. The most important part of the night is that we got to 
meet and talk with kids from other churches that we may not usually get to see. Everyone 
had a good time, and I’m look forward to the next meeting. I highly encourage any youth 
interested in a fun night of food, games, and worship to come next time. The next joint 
youth group First Sunday is at Cokesbury UMC, May 5 from 5-6:30 PM. Again, I highly 
encourage any youth interested to come and check it out. 

Focus on Youth 

Elias McCall 

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES: 

It's hard to believe the end of May 
will finish our second year of the 
FAN program. The committee hopes 
the information and suggestions 
provided have helped you  create a 
healthier lifestyle for you and your 
family.  

 We are continuing the program for another 
year. Healthy suggestions will appear in the 
monthly newsletter, bulletin board, screen in the 
Sanctuary before church services, and bulletins. 
Watch for upcoming events!  
 Hopefully, you will join walking in the  
Relay for Life on May 10th at West Ashley High 
School track from 6pm-10pm, either for the whole 
event or part of it.  What a GREAT way to get your 
10,000 steps for the day and support the cancer 
survivors, current people in treatment and families 
and friends of these persons.  
 

FAN COMMITTEE: Cindy Curtis, Barb Knepshield, 
Kristie Johnson, Miriam Hunter, Pastor Brad and 

Cindy Walden  

Joy Circle  May 14 @ 10am 

Genesis Circle May 9 @ 7pm 

 

For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or  

Cindy Walden 763-3996 

Sing Along Schedule 
May 7 Palmetto Assisted Living       

May 21  Brookdale 

  May  28  National Healthcare  

All programs start at 10am 

The adventure begins June 9-13, 2019 

for Vacation Bible School 
SAVE THE DATE Mark your calendar! 

June 22-29 



Women’s  

Study Group 

Thursdays  

11:30-12:30 
We will begin a new study on May 2, 

“Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White”  

by Adam Hamilton 

Sign up on the bulletin board to order a book. 

Questions? Contact Linda Kettrey  

Each month we plan various  

activities for all who are able. For 

more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 

 

Wednesday, May 8 we will visit the Colleton  

Museum and the SC Artisans Center in  

Walterboro.  There is no admission fee.  We will eat 

at the café in the museum. Meet at the church at 

9:15am. 

Activities Community Trips Service 

 

 

 
 

We pack bags each week for children in 
one of  our local elementary schools.  
Each month you will be notified of  an 

item needed.  Please leave these items 
on the table in the food pantry.  Thank 
you for your contribution to this much 

needed program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

Raisins (single 
serving) 

 
available at Walmart $1/pack 

Because hunger doesn’t end on Friday! 

Pastor Brad’s 

Tuesdays @ 7pm 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Friday, May 10, 2019 

6pm - 11pm 

West Ashley High School 

 

Visit www.relayforlife.org  

to sign up for the St. Andrews Parish UMC team.   

UMM meets every 1st Monday of eve-

ry month at 7pm.  Every man in the 

church is a Methodist Men’s member 

and is invited to participate in all  

meetings and functions.   

 

Next Meeting:  

Monday, May 5 @ 7pm 

 

David Owen will be speaking on  

Community Safety.  Make plans to attend! 

The church office will be 

closed on May 27 in  

honor of Memorial Day. 

Church on the Path goes to the Holy Land 

Have you ever wanted to walk in the footsteps of  
Jesus? In partnership with our friends from  
Cokesbury and Two Rivers, Pastor Brad, Pastor  
Megan, and Pastor Wendy are planning to take a 
group to the Holy Land January 28th-February 6th, 
2020. The cost is $3500.00 and includes airfare from 
Charleston, transportation by Deluxe Motor Coach, 
entrance fees to all sites, professional tour guides, 
breakfast and dinner daily, accommodations in 4 star 
or better hotels, baggage handling, all transfers, and 
gratuities. We will have an 
informational meeting for 
anyone who is interested on 
Sunday, May 26th between 
our worship services at 
10am.  
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