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 I feel like I am like 
a lot of you in that I 
struggle with much of what 
I am witnessing in our 

larger culture and society. Over the last 
few years, many evils in our world have 
come bubbling up to the surface, revealing 
themselves to be the monsters that they 
are. The objectification and abuse of 
women, demonization of the poor and 
immigrants, gun violence, and blatant 
racism seem to be just a few of the things 
that trouble my soul. I am sure the list 
could go on. What I know to be true is that 
all of these issues are complex, systemic, 
and will not be easily solved. It all leaves 
me feeling overwhelmed to be a human 
being living in America in 2018.  
 Several months ago, I stumbled 
upon a poem by Wendell Berry that I’ve 
been reflecting on recently. I want to share 
it with you. 

 
“The Peace of Wild Things”.  

When despair for the world grows in me  
and I wake in the night at the least sound  
in fear of what my life and my children’s 

lives may be,  
I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water,  
and the great heron feeds.  

I come into the peace of wild things who 
do not tax their lives with forethought of 

grief.  
I come into the presence of still water.  
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light.  
For a time I rest in the grace of the world, 

and am free.  

 I know that many of you share in 
an appreciation of nature much like Berry 
does here, as well as the idea of despair 
and grief that often times overwhelms us. 
As it feels as if time has sped up on us, 
after all it is already May, the world often 
feels like it is just moving too fast. I find 
solace in the poetic words like these, as 
well as direction and guidance from 
scripture as well. I cannot help but think of 
the Psalmist’s words that 
says, “He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside quiet waters, 
he refreshes my soul.” He 
goes on. “Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff they 
comfort me.” I do believe that we are 
called to find peace in our troubled souls. 
Then, and only then, will we be able to 
find courage and strength to be a voice for 
peace and love in a world where both are 
in short supply. My hope and prayer for 
my life, and for our lives together as a 
community of faith, would be that fear 
begins to play less of a role in our decision 
making and that we would turn to Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, for answers to 
all the ills that ail us.  
 
 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  

 

Joy Circle  May 8 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle May 10 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

Mark your calendar! 

June 23-30 

UMW Shower of Love  
for Low Country Orphan Relief 

 
 Saturday, April 21, the UMW 
hosted a shower for the Low Country 
Orphan Relief to provide essential 
items for needy children ages 0 to 18 
years in Charleston County.  The nar-
thex and tables in the sanctuary were decorated in white 
and shades of pink.  Decorations of umbrellas, balloons, 
flowers, and hearts filled the  
areas.  Serving tables, similarly decorated, were laden 
with beautiful displays of delicious sweet and savory 
foods donated by the women of SAP. 
 Thirty-two ladies from SAP, the surrounding 
area, and Grace United Methodist Church enjoyed this 
special afternoon.  Gifts included clothing, underwear, 
school supplies, shoes, teddy bears, books, health and 
toiletries.  Presents were given not only by those who 
attended, but also by numerous organizations and  
ladies who sent items before the shower.  These gifts 
which filled a full-sized van were picked up by LOR on 
Monday.  In addition to these generous donations, cash 
totaling $248 was also given. 
 Surely, we owe a debt of gratitude to all who 
donated.  I would be remiss, however, if I did not  
extend a special thank you to the Shower Committee 
who planned, and to their husbands, who also worked 
so hard to make this festive afternoon possible.  
 Thank you for supporting this mission of SAPUMW. 
May God bless all of you. 
 

Letha S. Henry 

SAPUMW President 
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UMM meets every 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at 7:00pm.  Every man 
in the church is a Methodist Men’s 

member and is invited to participate 
in all meetings and functions.   

 
 

Next Meeting:   
TUESDAY,  May 8 @ 7pm 

 
 

Meets every Thursday at 10:00am. 
 

Our group is looking for new members. We meet on 
Thursdays (EXCEPT FOR THE LAST ONE which 
involves the ACT 2 Ministry programs) at 10am at 
church. Presently we are making holders to place a 

prayer inside for Armed Services personnel. We also 
make baby and chemo hats, prayer shawls, lap robes 
and coverlets. Members are willing to instruct you on 
knitting and crocheting if you have never done either. 

Remember if you need any of the items we make 
there is a chest in the last room on the right as you 
take a right upon entering the Narthex. Please, help 

your self and sign the book in the chest.  

THUMBS UP EXERCISE CLASS   
Class meets every Thursday @ 1:30.  

Everyone is welcome!  The class meets 
every Thursday except the last 

Thursday, when our  Acts 2 Ministry 

 
 
 

Each month we plan  
various activities for all 

who are able.  

Going out to eat 
on May 31.  Time 
and location TBD.  

Stay tuned for 
more information. 

 
Contact Miriam Hunter or 
Cindy Walden if you have 

an ideas or suggestions. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
Friday, May 11, 2018 

6:00pm - 12am 

West Ashley High School 

 

Visit www.relayforlife.org  

to sign up for the St. Andrews Parish 

UMC team.   

As you know, Brad and 
Lavinia Parker, along with 
their children Samuel and 
Eva, will be leaving Saint 
Andrews Parish UMC. The 
Parkers have served with us 
as our music leaders for our 
traditional service, working 

with our choir, handbells, joint musical  
programs and with our children for over two 
and a half years, but more importantly they 
have become part of our family. While we are 
happy for their opportunity to return to Canada 
and for all that awaits them there, we are sad to 
see them move. On May 27th, we invite you to 
come and be a part of their farewell service. 
We will have one worship service at 10am on 
that day, followed by a covered dish meal. 
Please join us as we wish them well in their 
transition home. Stay tuned for more details to 

come. 

**On April 25, the  
music department  

surprised the Parkers 
with a Jim Booth print 

of Charleston. 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 Working with young people has so many surprising rewards! One of the rewards I benefit from is many of 
you asking me for ways that you can help and support the youth at our church. For that, I am truly thankful! When 
we love on them as a church family, they feel that love in profound ways. Not only do they need your prayers, they 
also need your hands and feet. I am very grateful to Charles and Kathryn Angle and Chris Flock who faithfully teach 
the youth in Sunday School all year long. They are building relationships and mentoring this group as they grow in 
faith and love. As we head into the summer months, here are some ways that you can give of yourself to these 
amazing young people we call OUR youth. 
1. Sign up to teach One Room Sunday School. The lesson plans are easy to follow and you will be amazed at what 

the teens can teach you. We need 10-12 people to do this so our regular teachers can take a well deserved 
break.  

2. Bring a snack to share with the Sunday School class. They are always hungry! Fruit, muffins, donuts, bagels 
are some favorites. Usually between 6-8 kids attend. 

3.  We do some fun activities in the summer and can always use another adult to come along if you have time  
during the week.  

4.  If you have ideas to share on programming for next year, let me know. 
5. Write a note to the Salkehatchie participants. These words of encouragement go a long way when we come 

back to camp tired and hungry and see a note from you on our pillow. This year we have 23 people going! You 
can write to as many as you would like or just one. We try to have 5 notes per camper, so we need lots of writ-
ers this year. 

6.   Make a time each day to pray for the Youth specifically that they will grow closer to Jesus, be strong in their 
faith, and be protected from temptations. Add our graduates Haley Bauer, Marlana Burns, Garrett Green and  
Jeremiah Treadway to your prayers as they begin college and the military. Also, pray for Pastor Brad and me as 
we plan for next year.  

 
You have much to be proud of with this group of teens and how they have led in worship and ministry this year. My 
email is youthsapumc@gmail.com or (843) 822-5051 (cell phone).  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Check out the donation bulletin board for much-needed 
supplies. Registration opens May 1.   

Visit the church website to register your child. 

June 10-14 

mailto:youthsapumc@gmail.com
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