
 

 
 
 
 



At the end of last 
month, a few days ago 
in fact, the United 
Methodist Church 

held a called General Conference in St. 
Louis, Missouri to discuss the future of 
our great church in regards to human 
sexuality. Some of you have been 
paying attention to this for quite some 
time because this is something that 
affects you personally, others have only 
just become aware that this was even 
happening within the last month or so. 
Some of you gathered with me on the 
eve of General Conference and heard 
me present the possible outcomes that 
we could expect from the plans 
presented. They ranged from relaxing 
the language on our restrictions toward 
gay and lesbian individuals to 
strengthening the language of 
opposition towards those same 
individuals.   
 At the end of the four 
days of conferencing, what we 
learned foremost is that the 
church as a whole is very 
divided between a progressive stance 
and a traditional stance. Nearly every 
vote ended up 55% for the 
traditionalists and 45% for the 
progressives out of the 864 delegates in 
attendance. Debate was fierce and 
emotional. Nearly everyone left 
battered and bruised in some capacity. 
Friends, it was not a pretty sight. The 
final conclusion, if we can even call it 
that at this point, was the Traditional 
Plan was accepted by the body. We still 
do not know what this means as the 

majority of the Traditional Plan was 
found to be unconstitutional based 
upon our rules and guidelines. We 
await a judicial review of the plan as 
well as some rulings in regards to what 
were called the ‘Exit Plans’. These were 
devised in order to avoid many of the 
same issues that our brothers and 
sisters in the Episcopal Church are 
currently facing. If those are found to 
be unconstitutional by the Judicial 
Council as many expect them to be, 
much of what was passed by General 
Conference will be null and void.   

What does this mean for us 
at St. Andrews Parish UMC? 
As I warned you before the 
conference took place, this 

outcome was likely. In effect, nothing 
changes for us in how we operate as 
The Church on the Path. What has 
become apparent, as I also warned you 
about, is that the UMC has been made 
to look inhospitable by those on the 
outside looking in upon us, some of 
which we have brought upon ourselves 
as a denomination. Our task and 
mission, being God’s love in the world 
around us, became a little bit more 
difficult over the past few days as 
outsiders who do not know us will be 
more suspect based upon how we have 
been portrayed by the news media. 
Relationships will have to close the gap 
on public opinion. You may be asked 
questions by your friends and family 
for which we do not have answers. I do 
not have all the answers. But 
remember that our faith is about more 
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The season of Lent calls us to reflect inward, seeking out 
ways to be more like Jesus in our daily lives. For many of 
us, our time with the Lord will become more purposeful 

and so will our times of corporate worship. The music we 
will choose through the next weeks will hopefully assist in 

our journey toward Easter, causing us to remember His sacrifice and seeking 
His will for our lives. As it is our first year with you during Lent and Holy Week, 
we have asked the choir and Pastor Brad for their help in choosing music that 

has deep meaning to you as a congregation. If you have a favorite Lenten 
hymn, please let us know! Also, we still need more ringers for our Bell Choir, 
and we will provide individualized training to get you ready to join the group. 

See us SOON if you would like to join us in ringing on Easter Sunday. 
 - Mike & Shannon Flynn 
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than one question, about more than General 
Conference. General Conference is not and 
cannot be the local church. We must keep living 
the faith we claim, no matter what. St Andrews 
Parish will continue to be the same tomorrow as 
it was yesterday. For some, that is welcome news. 
For others, it is cause for lament and pain. 
Personally, I grieve for the brokenness of our 
United Methodist Church at this moment.   

Moving forward, I am going to double 
down on the love of Jesus Christ that I 
have come to know and understand, partly 
because of the faithfulness of many of you. 

No matter what the future may hold, I walk that 
path unafraid and hope you will do the same.  

Blessings and Peace, 
 

Pastor Brad 

Focus on Youth 
 

Quotes from Revolution 2019 

 
 
 
 
For me, the thing that really stuck and that I felt was  
truly a message from God that I needed to hear was  
on Saturday night when Rev. Sarah posted the quote 
from C.S. Lewis:  “Hardships often prepare ordinary peo-
ple for an extraordinary destiny.”  We have certainly en-
dured hardship in the past few years, but I have always 
believed in my core that it was necessary so that we can 
share a message of faith and hope with others who are 
suffering. It felt like God was telling me that I had heard 
loud and clear how He was shaping my destiny through 
hardships.  -Lisa Ward 
 
John 10:10 was everywhere! Just John 10:10 
-Shane Johnson 
 
“You went to Build-A-Bear?” 
“Yeah I got a tiger and his name is Trevor.” 
I enjoyed the music and the people I was around.   
-Bryce  
  
“You are enough!” 

 
 
 
 
I am overjoyed to see what good hands our future 
church is in. We have so many dedicated and faithful 
young in our midst. -Jamie Johnson 
 
This is my third year of Revolution, and I am never  
disappointed. I love seeing the youth get excited about 
their faith in God.  
-Becky 
 
Revolution 2019 has been a tremendously rewarding 
and uplifting experience for me.  The music was 
awesome and our speaker, Sarah Health was  
amazing!  This was my first year attending and hope 
to go again.  It was nice getting to know our teens! 
-Kristin 
 
“Revolution was super fun! I got to make a lot of new 
friends and get to see my old friends again. I can’t wait 
until next year!” 
-Kaitlin 

BIRTHDAYS: 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Our committee would like to thank all 
who responded to our recent  

survey. This feedback will help us  
determine how we can meet your needs 
for a healthy lifestyle. We will have met 
when you read this article so please be 

on the lookout for our upcoming events with an-
nouncements coming soon. The FAN  

program has been so well received by congregations 
of the United Methodist Church that the University 
of South Carolina is reaching out for more congrega-
tions to join the program. Their goal and belief is a 
healthy lifestyle will lead to improved health both 

spiritually and physically. This is a good reminder to 
us that God’s desire is for us to take care of our bodies 
and souls so that we can be the best that God created 
us to be. Be on the lookout for the printable version of 

this chart in your inbox. It’s a great way to work  
together as a family to accomplish your goals. 

Joy Circle  March 12 @ 10am 

Genesis Circle March 14 @ 7pm 

 

For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 16  

8:15am-12:30pm 

Get a head start on this summer’s VBS. 

Sign up on the bulletin board.   

Questions?  See Kristie Johnson 

The United Methodist  

Women awards a scholar-

ship each year, sometimes 

two,  

depending on the amount 

we have in our treas-

ury. The application period begins March 1 and 

ends on March 31. Applications are available on the 

church website, in the church office or from Letha 

Henry.  When completed, the application should be 

placed in a sealed envelope and turned into the 

church  

office or to Letha Henry. 

  Criteria for the scholarship applicant: 

Applicants shall be…: 

     *a member of this church or an immediate    

       family member which includes a spouse,      

       son, daughter, or a qualified dependent. 

     *a graduating senior who has been accepted     

       in a program of further study or a person       

       who may be continuing his/her education     

       and has been accepted in a program of  

       further study.  

     *able to demonstrate financial need. 

     *a participant in church/community/mission         

        service. 

Applicants must submit a typed letter of application 

to the United Methodist  Women for consideration. 

The applicant awarded the scholarship will be   

announced to the congregation on Education  

Sunday. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Mar. 5 Palmetto Assisted Living       

Mar. 19   Brookdale 

  Mar. 26 National Healthcare  

 

All programs start at 10am 
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We pack bags each week for children in 
one of  our local elementary schools.  
Each month you will be notified of  an 

item needed.  Please leave these items 
on the table in the food pantry.  Thank 
you for your contribution to this much 

needed program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

Chef Boyardee 
microwaveable 
pasta (7.5 oz ) 

Because hunger doesn’t end on Friday! 

Pastor Brad’s 

Tuesdays @ 7pm 

Friday, April 26 

6:30pm-9:30pm 
Bring your favorite snack 

to share and game to 

play.  Drinks will be provided. 
Donations will be accepted for  

Relay for Life. 

You can also sign up to be a part of the 

team or purchase a luminary bag. 

 

Sign up for the  

Mario Kart Tournament! 

Cost:  $5 

5:00PM – 
 $5 per adult –  

$3 kids - $20 max per 

family 

Who cooks the best chili in our 

church? Come and judge for 

yourself. Prizes will be awarded 

at the end of the night based 

on a panel of judges. All  

proceeds will go towards St. 

Andrews Parish UMC’s Relay 

for Life Team.  Come hungry.  

See you there! 

 

 
Meets every Thursday @ 10AM. 

Hope to see you there!  

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Friday, May 10, 2019 

6pm - 11pm 

West Ashley High School 

 

Visit www.relayforlife.org  

to sign up for the St. Andrews Parish UMC team.   

March 6 

Drive Thru Ashes 7am-9am      Evening Service 7pm 

March 5 
5:30pm-7:30pm 


