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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
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house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 
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changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 
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CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  
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Cring & Clazzy Concert 
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Holiday Office Hours: 
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Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 
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be available to take home  after the  
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The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
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All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
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Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
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house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
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 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
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wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
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I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
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Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 
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changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 
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help you.  
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3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 
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dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 
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Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
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December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 
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Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 
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preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 
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activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><



- 2 - 

 

FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 



 -  5 - 

 
D

in
n

e
r
 

S
e
r
v

ic
e
/ 

C
o

n
ce

r
t 

C
h
u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

e 
C

lo
se

d
 

 



- 6 - 

 

  

The Parish Post 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

CHARLESTON, SC 294       

 PERMIT NO 416 

Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 



 -    - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  +  +  

1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 

 



- 4 - 

 

Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 
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on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 
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changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 
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help you.  
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3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 
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dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 
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For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
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December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 
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Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
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Middleton Place 
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Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 
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CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  
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Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 
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UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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1 

So I have a bit of a 
confession to make. My house is 
fully decorated for Christmas. 
Lights. Tree. Stockings. Nativity 
Scenes. All of it. Now, you may 
be thinking, “What’s the big 
deal? It’s December and my house is decorated 
too.” The confession part is that my house has 
been decorated since November 18th. 
NOVEMBER 18th! The Saturday before 
Thanksgiving came and I decided, with 
consultation with Megan of course, to pull the 
decorations out of the garage and to turn our 
house into a Christmas celebration. It was a bit 
weird listening to Christmas music while it 
was nearly 80 degrees outside, but it is South 
Carolina, so what can you expect?   
 This is, by far, the earliest we have 
ever decorated for Christmas. Normally we 

wait. I am a big ‘Advent comes 
before Christmas’ person. I do not 
typically want to rush to Christmas. 
I believe we need a time of 
preparation, a time of waiting, 

which is what Advent is for us as Christians. It 
is important that we assess our hearts and our 
lives as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus each year. This is hard for us in an age 
when Christmas decorations begin appearing 
in stores after July 4th, it seems. Ok, so maybe 
not that early, but I did see some before 
Halloween this year. In the past, I’m the voice 
calling out in the wilderness, “Wait! Don’t 
celebrate yet! We have to prepare our hearts!” 
Not this year.  
 This year feels different. It is like our 
humanity has been lost or distorted in some 
way. Common human decency is being 
chipped away every day. We seem more 
fearful of the ‘other’ and people who are not 
like ‘us’ are vilified and demonized. We do not 
know who to trust or who to believe. Because 
of all of this, and much more, I felt like I need 

Christmas more than ever. So I put my lights 
up early. I started turning the radio to 102.5 
more frequently (yes, they have been playing 
Christmas music since Halloween). This year, 
I need the hope, peace, and love 
of Christmas now and I think that 
is okay. The reality is that the 
light of the child born in 
Bethlehem that we celebrate is 
not seasonal. The hope we find in 
the babe born in a stable, though celebrated 
once a year, is something we need at all times. 
We are told to be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. In order to do that, we may 
need to remind ourselves that there is still good 
in the world because Jesus came for all of it, 
for all of us, for the whole world.  

 My favorite thing to do 
during this time of the year is to 
wake up early in the morning, 
before anyone else is stirring in 
my house and turn on the lights 
of my Christmas tree and to just 
sit. The peace that those warm 
lights bring me against the cold, 
dark backdrop of the early 

morning each new day is amazing. I love it and 
I need it. It serves as a reminder, that no matter 
how dark, there is still hope and possibility that 
exists in this world. So as we travel together 
this Advent season, whether you are already 
celebrating Christmas or if you are begging the 
world to slow down and wait, I hope you find a 
way to allow your light, the light of Jesus 
Christ in you, to shine bright in all that you do. 
I know the world can use a little more of your 
light. I hope to see you soon!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brad 

<><
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FAN Committee Report  
We hope you are enjoying the recipes 

weekly in each bulletin.  The information 

on our hall bulletin board is useful in 

helping each person make small on-going 

changes toward a healthier lifestyle and is 

changed monthly. When you would like copies of items 

posted, please ask one of the committee members to 

help you.  

Our next event upcoming is Saturday December 2 at 

3:30pm and is in combination with Decorating the 

Church for Christmas. All are welcome to help.  After 

decorating we will enjoy a meal consisting of: 

chili, vegetable and chicken tortellini soup with choice of 

crackers, and pumpkin angel cake with whip cream for 

dessert. What better way to open the holiday season than 

preparing the Sanctuary for the holidays while enjoying 

Christmas music and special fellowship together. 

See you Saturday! 

Joy Circle  January 9 @ 10am 
Genesis Circle January 11 @ 7pm 

 
For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

THUMBS UP  
EXERCISE GROUP     

We will not meet for the month of 
December.  We will resume Jan. 4th. 

Have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

Each month we plan various  
activities for all who are able. For 
more information, contact Cindy  

Walden or Miriam Hunter. 
 

Middleton Place 
Thursday, December 14 @ 10am 
Complimentary garden walking tour and  

lunch (dutch treat) at Middleton Place restaurant  
(See menu on board) 

 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.    

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS!!!   
Ever wanted to ring our beautiful  

hand bells.  This is your chance!  This  
beginner group will meet 3 times and 
present a piece at the Christmas Cof-
feehouse, Dec. 17.  We meet December 3, 10, 

17 at 4 - 5 pm.  Everyone age 10 and up  
are welcome.  Come and learn how to ring bells 

while playing Christmas music.  Registration 
required.  Contact the church  

office, Lavinia Parker (843) 285-9467 or sign 
up on the board in the hallway.  

Activities Community Trips Service 

Dec. 2 @ 9:30am 
UMW Christmas Brunch 

 
Dec. 2  @ 3:30pm 

Church Decorating/FAN Dinner 
 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 @ 4pm 
Christmas Handbells 

 
Dec. 14 @ 

Acts 2 Ministry trip to Middleton Place 
 

Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 
Coffeehouse Christmas 

 
Dec. 24 @ 6pm & 8pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Dec. 31 @ 10am 

Cring & Clazzy Concert 
 

January 7 @ 3:00pm 
Parish Ringers concert at Palmettos 

 
Holiday Office Hours: 

Closed Dec. 25-26 & Jan 1 
Open Dec. 27-28 & Jan. 2-4 

Soup Ministry 
If you are interested in making soup for the 
sick or those in need, please sign up on the  
bulletin board.  You will be responsible for 
making 5-6 quarts of soup at the  

beginning of the month to be stored 
in the church freezer.  If you have 

any questions, see Barb Knepshield. 



 -  3 - 

 

UMM meets every 2nd Thursday of 
every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 
member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   
 

Next Meeting:   
Thursday, Dec 14 @ 7:30pm 

 
 

 
Members of our committee have been busy making 

Christmas baby hats for St. Francis Hospital which will 

be Blessed by Pastor Brad and delivered to their 

nursery on Thursday, December 7th followed by 

enjoying lunch together. People interested in joining 

our group are welcome to our first meeting of the new 

year on January 4, 2018, in the Goodman Room. Our 

many projects include: prayer shawls, lap robes, 

coverlets for the Ronald MacDonald House, chemo 

hats, and baby hats for St. Francis Hospital. We have a 

chest located in the last adult Sunday School Room on 

the right as you leave the Narthex. Please, as you need 

an item to offer comfort and support to a person help 

your self to the articles. There is a book to sign as we 

keep track of the people receiving them. 

Poins ettias for the San ctuary 
Would you like to honor someone 

special by placing a poinsettia in their 
name?  

The cost is $10.00 (cash or checks payable 
to SAPUMC) for each plant. Fill in the order 
form and place in the offering plate or turn 

in to the church office.  
Payment should accompany orders.  

  
All orders and payments must 

be received by 
Sunday, December 10th. 

 

The beautiful Poinsettia plants will adorn our 
sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 17th & 24th and will 

be available to take home  after the  
8pm Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24th. 

Soup Sales Coming  
in January 2018 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2018; all soups are 

homemade.  Numerous varieties of 
soups will be available, including, but not limited to the 
old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, Loaded Baked Potato, 

several types of Chili, and Vegetable Beef. New  
varieties are added each year. Orders will be taken on 
January 7, 14, 21, and soups must be picked up at the 

church on January 28, after either service. 
Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  

College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the  
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these missions 
by purchasing our soup in January. 

Volunteers to make soup are needed. If anyone would 
like further information, or would like to make soup for 
our sale, please contact Letha Henry, Miriam Hunter, or 

Cindy Walden in December 2017. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Dec. 5  Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Dec. 19   Ashley Park 
  Dec. 26 National Healthcare  
All programs start at 10am 

UMW Annual  
Christmas Brunch 

Saturday,  December 2 @9:30am 
Town and Country  +  Cost $20 
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Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim Your Super Power Take Aways: 
We are in community as Christians with all of our 
many parts making a supportive whole. 
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as our advocate, 
our friend, our wise counselor, living water, and  
eternal flame. 
The Holy Spirit has given each of us gifts. We may not 
know what they are yet. They come to us naturally 
with little effort, and we will use them to build God’s 
kingdom.  

BIRTHDAYS: 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Claim Your Super Power 
 
From the fall leaves to the beautiful lodge, our Faith Filled Retreat to  
Asbury Hills offered more than any of us expected. Having Pastor Megan 
and the North Hope Youth along with Pastor Brad and our youth made 
for a great weekend. We arrived late Friday evening to the sound of the 
babbling creek and the chill in the air. As we settled into our home for the 
weekend, we played games, explored and listened to a story before  
bedtime as we began to embrace our Holy Spirit Power. Saturday was 
filled with team building low ropes course, hiking to the mountain chapel, 
and free time. We participated in stations centered on the Holy Spirit and 
had s’mores by the fire pit. Sunday we worshiped together with song and 
communion before we departed for home.  

Sunday, December 17 @ 6:30pm 
A musical celebration led by the 

many talented folks of St.. Andrews 
Parish.  All are invited to join us for 

this night of worship! 
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Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,  

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

Services will be held at 6pm & 8pm 


