
 

 

 

 

 



Upon returning from my 
renewal leave, I had this 
overwhelming sense of 
appreciation for our church. 

I love being back in ministry with you. I 
had missed worshipping with you and 
seeing people each week. I truly love 
getting to do ministry with the people 
of St. Andrews Parish UMC. My friends 
all asked, ‘what was it like coming 
back?’ I quickly said, “Great!” And it 
was and continues to be. But then I 
read about the direction of the larger 
church, the denomination as a whole as 
we move through an uncertain future 
toward another General Conference 
next year and the despair returns. It is 
painful as we continue to wrestle with 
the different ways that people believe 
we are called to be in ministry with 
people in the 21st century. Frankly, I’m 
tired of it all. I love the local church 
and doing ministry with people like 
you. 

This all was weighing on me, 
the competing thoughts of 
joy to be with you in this 
church and the dread of the 

future of our denomination, when I 
attended the grand opening of the 
Epworth Foster Care Center in 
Summerville last month. While there, I 
realized how many folks have come 
into my life because I am a United 
Methodist in the state of SC. Attending 
the opening was Ms. Mary who from 
1998 until 2010 woke up for an entire 
week straight at 4am in order to feed 
my Salkehatchie camp. There was Mr. 
and Mrs. Meyers whose daughter 
attended Duke Divinity School with us 

and who served a year with me at 
Trinity UMC in Sumter. There was Rev. 
Kathy James, the SCUMC Conference 
Director of Connectional Ministries, 
who grew up at my home church in 
Irmo and whose mother Mrs. Lewis 
taught me Algebra in the 10th grade. 
There was David and Karen Braddon 
who have become such good friends to 
Megan and I in our time here in 
Charleston. There was Rev. Erik 
Grayson, pastor at Aldersgate UMC, 
who was a student-intern at my 
previous appointment in Columbia. 
There was Rev. John Holler, the 
president of Epworth Children’s Home, 
and a few others staff from Epworth 
who were colleagues in ministry during 
our five years at Epworth. There was 
Bernie and Julius, African-American 
pastors who have befriended me over 
the last 4 years. And then there were 
the folks from St. Andrews Parish who 
trusted me to drive them in the bus to 
attend. I am connected to all of these 
beautiful people in some amazing ways 
simply because I call myself United 
Methodist. It was there that I realize 
that while the future is 
uncertain and the name of 
our denomination may 
one day change, what will 
not change is the connections that I 
have made over the years. What is 
important for us is to keep doing 
ministry with people and for people 
because we are made in the image of 
God to be in relationship. I have loved 
the United Methodist Church since I 
was 6 years old. What has occurred 
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Please see the bulletin board outside the church office for sign ups,   

service opportunities, and Bible studies. 

"The halls are alive with the sound of  music..."  is a  
pretty good description of how we have geared up with a new 
group and a full schedule of rehearsals in the  
music department.  We hope to debut our new kids choir/
kids bell choir in the coming weeks...they are  

energetic and eager to play and sing for you!  We are rehearsing a piece that com-
bines our Parish Ringers and our Chancel Choir "Autumn Carol," which will be a 
part of worship in second service on October 27th.  And our Praise Band is enjoy-
ing being back in a regular rehearsal routine after having time off for the sum-
mer.  Look for new music mixed in with your old favorites throughout the 
fall!  Another important element for our ministries this fall is prepping for our 
Christmas events.  Please save the date of December 22 for our Church - Commu-
nity Christmas Celebration.  If you would like to join with us in participating in this 
even, please let us know ASAP!  



Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 
Changes and Adaptations  

 
 For most of us school started and, thanks to Dorian, stopped and started all over again. There is nothing 
like a Hurrication at the start of a school year! For the Youth, our First Sunday event for September had to be post-
poned until October. Many times, we focus on our plans and something unexpected comes along and changes 
what we had so carefully put into place. Having faith during change and learning to plan but adapt, are important 
life lessons for all of us. 
 The adaptations for Youth this year revolve around the valuable input we received at Salkehatchie. The 
group comprised adults, post high school, high school, just finishing middle school, youth who attend events  
regularly and those who do not attend at all. We divided the group of 25 into discussion teams. They talked about 
what we are doing right and what we need to change and gave suggestions on what they would like to add or take 
away. 

 We will meet on First Sundays with other churches. Worshiping, sharing 
food and games for fun with other Youth from all over Charleston is important and 
builds relationships for Salkehatchie, Revolution, Asbury Hills, and  
Immerse. In addition, we will meet on third Sundays after second service to  
participate in ministry for our church and community. Some of this service work may 
happen on a Saturday. The Sunday School hour will be for building faith and learn-
ing the Bible lessons every Sunday. 
 In addition to Revolution and Salkehatchie, we have planned and  
conducted two retreats at Asbury Hills and hope to include the First Sunday church-
es with us for a weekend in the spring. This year, we are encouraging all Youth to 

attend Immerse in early August. This is a 4 day faith building, fun filled experience that challenges students to go 
deeper in their relationships with Jesus and each other. 
 Communication with families and youth will be via email, text and phone. I have added a text option where I 
can send group messages to all youth who sign up to receive them. I will include information in the newsletter and 
have sent a calendar out to each family for plans made and dreamed about. 
 So, look for us serving, building faith and community with other Youth and being in active ministry without 
the traditional Sunday evening time slot. Continue to pray for us as we adapt, we change, and we learn from each 
other how to move forward to best meet the needs of our amazing young people and their families. 

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES: 

Next meetings : 
Joy Circle  Oct. 8 @ 10am 

Genesis Circle Oct. 10 @ 7pm 
New members are welcome!   

Come and see who we are and what we do. 
 

For more information contact  
Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

As we go into fall, an excellent time for walking,  

remember to drink plenty of water to stay hydrated.  

If walking at dusk or when it’s dark, be sure you wear reflected 

clothing. Do not walk with ear buds in place as you can't hear 

what's happening around you.  It's good to aim for 10,000 steps 

per day. 

 Now is the time to enjoy all the Farmer's Markets with the fresh fall 

fruits and vegetables. Your goal should be 2 cups of fruit and 3 cups of vege-

tables each day.  

 Your faith give you strength for daily living so  

remember to make it a priority when planning your daily activities.   

 Our next FAN EVENT will be Sunday November 24th which is the 

start of Advent. We will be decorating the church and have a meal together. 

Please watch for further upcoming details!  

 

Your FAN Committee 

Pastor Brad’s 

will resume Tuesday,  
September 10 @ 7pm 

FALL FESTIVAL 

11am-2pm, Saturday, October 5  
Fun for the whole family!  Bounce houses, food, and more.   

Come support the UMM BBQ sale and the UMW bake sale. 

UMM meets every 1st Monday of every 

month at 7pm.  Every man in the 

church is a Methodist Men’s member 

and is invited to participate in all  

meetings and functions.   

Next Meeting:   

Monday, Oct. 7 @ 7pm 

 
 
 
 

The pumpkins are here! 
Sign-up to work the Patch on the  

bulletin board or visit our website 
to sign up online.  We need  

everyone to make this a success.   

Sing Along Schedule 
Oct. 1 Palmetto Assisted Living       

Oct. 15   Brookdale 

  Oct. 22 National Healthcare  

All programs start at 10am 

over the last few years is heartbreaking in so many 
ways. But, when our heart breaks it is a reminder 
that we care and that for whatever reason it was 
loved, at least for a while. So no matter what the 
future may hold for the denomination, I am going 
to continue to reach out, continuing to make those 
connections that will last long into the future. 
God’s got all of this, no matter what may come.  
 Again, I love our church, not just because of 
who we are right now, but because we have been 
this way for a long time and will continue into the 
future. A place where we gather to worship, to love 
one another, and to be God’s love for the whole 
world. I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Blessings and Peace,  
 

Pastor Brad



 

 

 

 
We will begin packing bags for local 

children this month.  Each month you 
will be notified of  an item needed.  

Please leave these items on the table in 
the food pantry.  Thank you for your 

contribution to this much needed 
program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

Milk Boxes 

Because hunger doesn’t  

end on Friday! 

Saturday, October 26 @ 4pm 

 

Sunday, October 27
th
   4pm-6pm 

Women in the Pulpit Sunday 

Sunday, October 20 will be 

Women in the Pulpit Day for 

the UMW.  We hope you will 

join us on this special  

Sunday. 

Wednesday, October 2 

Please sign up to help.   

Questions?  See Letha Henry 

FLU CLINIC  

Sunday, October 27  

9:45am-11:15am 
Justin Brown, a registered  pharmacist, will be 

administering the injections.  Insurance forms 

are available on the Health & Wellness board.   

You must be 12 or older to receive the  

vaccination. 
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