
 

 
 
 
 



Happy New Year! Like many 
of you, I cannot believe it is 
already 2019. I thought it 

might be good to take this opportunity to 
look back on 2018 before moving on. This 
past year was a great year in many ways. A 
portion of what follows was my State of the 
Church from back in October at our Charge 
Conference with a few additions.  
 We continue to grow in 
membership, seeing new faces nearly every 
week in both worship services. The United 
Methodist Women continue to be the 
backbone of our congregation with their 
organization and service to the church and 
to the community. While the United 
Methodist Men has seen a decline in 
attendance at their meetings, they are still 
a vital part of our congregation and 
support a variety of different activities in 
the life of the church. This past year saw a 
bit of a change with our youth group in 
that its identity is changing as some of the 
youth have graduated, while others are 
getting older and stepping into leadership 
roles. Our children’s program continues to 
be stronger with new kids becoming more 
regular in their attendance.  

Worship continues to be one of 
our strengths. While our 
attendance was sporadic in 2018, 
the music groups that lead our 

worship continue to do an amazing job and 
I am very thankful for their commitment to 
make Sunday mornings a great worship 
experience. One of the most exciting things 
for me personally last year was our 
Narrative Lectionary curriculum that 
encompassed all ages groups and provided 
a take home Bible reading guide. We even 
use this guide on Tuesday nights for the 
Bible study I lead. It means that all of us, 
no matter our age, are learning and 
discussing the same scripture passage each 

week. We also added a new group that 
meets on Thursday’s during the day to do a 
study together.  

Financially, we held steady in 
2018, spending about the same 
as we take in. Overall, we 

continue to be a generous congregation. 
We have paid 100% of apportionments 
each of the past 6 years. In October we sold 
more pumpkins than ever before (by a lot) 
enabling us to donate $2400 to some 
worthy missions. Then on Christmas Eve 
we collected $4600 to give to some local 
missions in our Charleston District. 
Throughout the year both the UMW and 
the UMM continue to hold successful 
fundraisers providing resources to 
different areas in the life of our church as 
well as outside our walls. 

Christmas and Easter both 
saw very large crowds in 
attendance for our different 

worship services. Vacation Bible School 
reached an overall attendance over 50 
again this year with more than half being 
non-members of the church. Speaking of 
numbers, we sent more participants to 
Salkehatchie than ever before. A total of 27 
individuals represented St. Andrews Parish 
at the summer service project in 2018. 
Speaking of missions, our Backpack 
Manna program continues to fee children 
each week at a local elementary school and 
we are looking forward to expanding that 
program to 2 other schools in the coming 
year. The ladies of Nimble Fingers have 
grown in the last year with new members 
helping to produce lap robes and other 
items that concretely remind others of 
God’s love.  

Our administrative committees 
continue to function at a high 
level. SPRC hired a new staff 
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We pack bags each week for children in 
one of  our local elementary schools.  
Each month you will be notified of  an 

item needed.  Please leave these items 
on the table in the food pantry.  Thank 
you for your contribution to this much 

needed program. 

 

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

Single serving  
peanut butter cups 
Because hunger doesn’t  

end on Friday! 

Pastor Brad’s 

Tuesdays @ 7pm 

UMM meets every 1st Monday of 

every month at 7pm.  Every man in 

the church is a Methodist Men’s 

member and is invited to participate 

in all meetings and functions.   

 

Next Meeting:   

Monday, Jan. 7 @ 7pm  
 

 

 

 

If  you are interested in being a  

lay reader or a greeter,  

please contact the church office. 

Women’s  

Study Group 

Thursdays  

11:30-12:30 

We will begin a new study on January 17, 

“Sacred Pathways” by Gary Thomas 

In Sacred Pathways, Gary Thomas strips away the  

frustration of a one-size-fits-all spirituality and guides 

you toward a path of worship that frees you to be you. 

If your devotional times have hit a snag, perhaps it is  

because you're trying to follow someone else's path. 

This book unfolds nine distinct spiritual tempera-

ments--their traits, strengths, and pitfalls. In one or 

more, you will see yourself and the ways you most 

 



Focus on Youth 
Cindy Curtis 

 

 Happy New Year! The tradition of starting a fresh new year always causes me to stop and 
think of ways that I can improve myself. I do not like to make resolutions because I tend to break 
most of them by February. My intentions are always grand, but my follow through leaves a lot to 
be desired.  
 What if we take our resolve and let God have a hand in it? What if we 
grab hold of Him and let Him provide us with the wear with all to not only  
succeed but to exceed any of our feeble expectations?  
 Many times I find myself giving up by thinking or saying the words, “I just 
can’t _____________. It is too hard for me.” My blank can be filled with stop 
snacking on unhealthy food, find more time in the day to spend with God, start 
an exercise plan, write more, stay off social media…on and on and on. The 
truth is plain and simple. When I get to the “I can’t” place, I need to surrender to 
God’s “I can”. He instructs us to let him help us. He grows up our doubts and 
fears in his arms. With his guidance, we can do all things.  
 What goals can you set this January to be more fit in spirit, body and mind? Make a plan 
you can hold onto with God’s help. Spend 15 minutes a day walking and praying. Eat an apple 
with peanut butter for an afternoon snack. Taking small steps is a great start to changing yourself 
into the person God wants you to be.  

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES: Combined Meeting  

Monday, January 21 @ 6:30pm   

For more information contact  

Miriam Hunter 556-1651 or Cindy Walden 763-3996 

Ringing in 2019 offers you time to 
create your plan for a healthy life-
style during the upcoming year. 
Setting your goals and formulating 
a plan will help in this process.  
Anyone on the FAN committee 
would be willing to help you if you 
have questions.  
 Stay tuned for the upcom-

ing FAN events providing ideas for different ways 
of accomplishing this goal. REMEMBER the FAN 
Bulletin Board has new ideas each month. We wish 
each of you a Healthy and Happy New Year! 

The FAN Committee 

The United Methodist Women will 
again sell soups in 2019; all soups 

are homemade.  Numerous  
varieties of soups will be available, including, but 
not limited to the old favorites: Cream of Broccoli, 
Loaded Baked Potato, several types of Chili, and 

Vegetable Beef. New varieties are added each year. 
Orders will be taken on January 6, 13, 20, and 

soups must be picked up at the church on  
January 27, after either service. 

Half of the profit from the sale goes to the UMW  
College Scholarship Fund, and the other half of the 
profit is used to support the many missions of the 

UMW.  Please help us continue funding these  
missions by purchasing our soup in January. 

member and replaced another position within the last 
year. The Trustees committee has faced some 
challenges in relations to a roof issue revealed during 
all of the recent storms we have experienced. This past 
year we re-carpeted our entire space which was no 
small task. I want to thank David Selander and Michael 
Curtis, both of whom finished their tenure as the 
chairperson of Staff Parish Relations Committee and 
Trustees Committee respectively. 

I believe we continue to do a good job of 
caring for those who are already in our 
midst. Our folks feel connected in 
different ways with each other so that 

when a need arises, it is usually met. Meals are 
prepared, visits are made, communion is delivered, 
hospitals are visited, prayers are offered, news is 
shared, and love is expressed and experienced. I would 
love to see more people involved in a visitation team at 
St. Andrews Parish. I am well aware that I am limited 
time-wise with how many people I can see any given 
week and we have a few people who give of themselves 
over and over again. If more people were empowered, 
this ministry opportunity could flourish and thrive. I 
have spoken in the past about creating a 
Congregational Care Team and hope that happens in 
the future. 

Lastly, we continue to serve our community 
by allowing 4 different HOAs to hold yearly 
and monthly meetings in our space. Several 
other outside groups that serve our 

community have used our space as well. Charleston’s 
only Eating Disorder Anonymous group has begun 
using our space to meet. I am encouraged as I witness 
more and more of our members become involved in 
local community efforts like the Low Country Food 
Bank, the Low Country Pregnancy Center, and other 
different mission experiences, as well as a few folks 
who go and sing each month at local nursing homes 
and care facilities.  
 Looking back on our year, I am sure I have 
forgotten some things and failed to recognize some 
others in their different ministries. What that means is 
that we have a lot of reasons to be thankful. I 
continuously find myself expressing joy when others 
ask how the church is going and look forward to the 
future with the faithful disciples of St. Andrews Parish 
UMC and all the exciting things that God has in store 
for us in the coming year.  I hope to see you soon! 

 
Blessings and Peace, 

 Pastor Brad 

The church office will be closed 

on January 15th in honor of  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Sing Along Schedule 
Jan. 8 Palmetto Assisted Living       

  Jan. 15   Brookdale 

  Jan. 22 National Healthcare  

All programs start at 10am 

The 2019 Altar Flower  
Calendar is available on 
the door of room A-1.   

The cost is $50. 


